
Role of Information Technology in Environmental Governance 
 
Development with the usage of Information technology  (IT) has formed a symbiotic 
association in the matters of Policy Advocacy and Governance. An important asset of 
Vision 2020 (As addressed by the President of India), IT has the propensity to modify 
extensively the life-styles of each and every individual by transmitting right and authentic 
kind of information (s) on hand. Referring the IT’s response to Indian needs, it proved to 
become the mainstay of India’s Economic growth in the last 15 years.  
 
Though IT has spread its tentacles all across the market economy of the State (country), 
the benefits of siphoning its profits have still not reached the footprints of Rural India. 
Remembering Bapu’s quotation on “ India lives in villages”, the need of hour is to tap the 
potential of IT in exploring information and benefit sharing amongst all the village 
masses. And as quality of information (IT) is made to the common man at the behest of a 
few simple commands, the possibility therefore seems too certain to reach these hoi 
polloi . 
 
The Science and Technology Policy of our country stressed on the importance of 
indigenous rights and innovation (s), which is practiced on the lines of sustainable 
development. As today, the importance of environmental care is a necessary need, any 
work done in parlance with conservation, preservation and alternative technology is given 
a mileage. Speaking here about villages, they could become satellite centers for 
promoting the policy objective (s). Here, the role of Non-governmental organizations 
(NGO) is proved to be instrumental. The NGOs are responsible for collecting, collating 
and disseminating the information from the location where their work is based. The 
village people in turn get empowerment and recognition in the eyes of the Government. 
But here, arise an important question!  How fast the information (s) gets disseminated? 
Where it is stored and who are the beneficiaries to get the benefits? 
 
Now coming to the thrust of the topic, i.e. on the role of IT in Environmental                                        
Governance, the answers to the above questions remain here.  It is the IT, which could be 
a tool of choice for fast dissemination, data sharing, and information broadcasting, and a 
paperless file (which would minimize the extra use of paper – an example of natural 
resource management). It could also be a platform to strengthen the networks of 
(Environmental) NGOs into a progressive unity dedicated to the practice of sustainable 
development.  
 
 
In India, especially with reference to Environmental NGOs and issues related to them, the 
Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) has already made the initial efforts towards 
initiating e-governance practices. MoEF has promoted the setting up of ENVIS Centers 
across the country. This initiative has facilitated local and regional information collection 
and filing for various purposes. 
 
 
WWF – India’s Role: 



 
At Indira Gandhi Conservation Monitoring Centre (IGCMC), under this scheme 
(MoEF’s) our effort is to ensure transparent, quick and accurate availability of 
Information to all interested parties and stakeholders 
 
According to the ENVIS Centre in IGCMC at WWF-India, across the country there has 
been a more or less uniform rise in the number of NGOs involved in activities related to 
aspects of the problem. For example in Andhra Pradesh alone the number of registered 
NGOs rose from 19 (by 1984) to 129 (by 2004).  
 
Over the last two decades WWF- India has been publishing the detailed and popular 
Annual Directory of Environmental NGOs in India. Recently it has held several 
workshops and seminars on the same issue with help from the MoEF. 
 
Earlier in the year WWF –India’s ENVIS Center conducted an intensive Workshop on 
the topic “Vision Interface- NGOs in Governance” on 28th-29th April 2005.  One of 
the topics discussed during this workshop was on the role of IT in Environmental 
Governance. The presentation of which was done by the Centre itself. 
 

It gave details on the benefits of having a centralised 
resource centre, that could provide access to all sorts of 
information related to Environmental Issues to all 
member organisations. The presentation was prepared on 
the lines of Management Information System (MIS). A 
series of formats of this MIS were screened in front of the 
participants to get 
feedback and to discuss 
any technical questions 
they had regarding it. The 

formats included a questionnaire on NGOs, their status, 
and the ways of information sharing. 
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